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September, A Shift in Season
at Sherwood Forest UMC

August was a bustling month of ministry and renewal here at
Sherwood. We are grateful for the beautiful new carpeting in both
our parlor and sanctuary. We were also blessed to host two vital
events for our District—a sacred worship service for clergy
members and an encouraging seminar for new pastors. Amid
these joys, we also walked through times of grief, mourning the
loss of cherished members of our congregation.

We now transition into a beautiful new season filled with crisp
autumn weather, fresh routines, and vibrant changes. As the
humidity fades and the air grows cooler, we watch the leaves shift
into brilliant shades of yellow, orange, and red. The return of the
school year brings a renewed sense of focus and motivation, and
football fans are delighted to see the season fully underway.

At Sherwood Forest UMC, September calls us back to our
community rhythms. Our committees are gathering to map out
enriching fall events, while our office staff prepares for the
upcoming Charge Conference and other essential administrative
tasks. Additionally, our Boy and Girl Scout troops have kicked off
their new year, and SPARK is busy planning wonderful outreach
initiatives to serve our neighbors.

As we look ahead, we ground ourselves in the truth of
Lamentations 3:22-23:
"The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness."

Let us step into this new season with joyful hearts. God remains
remarkably faithful and gracious to us all. We are truly blessed!
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Worship Arts at SFUMC

#=—= Sherwood Forest Choir
members are a flexible group.
As the sanctuary carpeting project moves
forward, we’ve had to rearrange our
configuration a bit until we can settle into the
new loft spaces. The two sides of the Chancel
will actually match when all is said and done!

Be sure to check out the gallery space for
original art from Senior Services programs.
We’ll be hosting artists from Reagan High
School and Speas Elementary in mid-fall.

Twenty-five Joy(ful) Singers met on August
17th to begin a new season of song and
service. The next rehearsal is Monday,
September 21st at 1:00 pm if you’d like to be
a part. No audition required. If your
organization would like to extend an
invitation for programming, we’ll be happy to
oblige.

The Gallery Space has a showing from artists
in the Tab Williams Center at Senior Services.
You'll delight in seeing their creations.

“Many Voices — One Nation”, a community
celebration in congregational singing, will be
held at Maple Springs UMC on Sunday,
September 13th at 4pm. Pastor Oscar will be
leading songs from the Latino tradition,
followed by Sally Ann Morris using repertoire
from the Native American and Pacific Island
traditions. Joshua Campbell of Wake Divinity
School will bring African American sacred
song. Patriotic hymns will conclude the hour-
long celebration. Plan to be a part of this
community experience.
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Book Club News
Our Book Club meeting will meet
in the Parlor (Room 11) at 4:00 PM
on September 20th. Our book
for September is The Book Club for i
Troublesome Women by Marie Boswick,
(380 pages, $10.98 on Amazon). Please feel
free to join us. We will need to decide on new
books to read this fall at that meeting.

Lynn Blumenthal

Outreach Committee

The Hospitality Committee meets September
8th at 10:00am in the parlor.

o
Hospitality Committee HoSpiTALITY

The Hospitality Committee meets September
1stin the parlor at 1:00pm. Ways to welcome
families and to add signage in Spanish will be
discussed. Anyone interested in this
committee is invited to attend.

Lynn Blumenthal

Community Dinner
Wednesday, September 9th at 6pm.

All are welcome as we kick off our monthly
community dinners on September 9th! Ms.
Nancy is already hard at work in the kitchen
preparing a fantastic menu you won't want to
miss. While the meal is completely free,
donations are gladly accepted if you’d like to
contribute. Gather your family, friends, and
neighbors—we can't wait to share a table
with youl! | )

Fourth Friday Girls Night Out!
6:00 pm Friday,
September 25th

The Sherwood Restaurant
3348 Robinhood Road.

Food is delish! Price is right! And you can

head to TJ Maxx before or after for shopping!




Third Thursday

thi'e[[mvsﬁip
Fellowship Event -

of Chrlst We Share

Our August event was attending a Dash
baseball game together. Go team!

For September, we are
visiting Reynolda House on
Thursday, September 17 at
11:30. It is Constitution Day
and admission is free for everyone. We will be
touring the house (which has reopened after
renovations), visiting the “Art and
Democracy” exhibit and the opening of the
exhibit, “Flash Point: The Civil Rights
Photography of Danny Lyon.” Our own
Donna Cooke will be our tour guide. Meet at
Reynolda House at 11:30 for this event.
Those who wish can have lunch together at a
local restaurant after the tour. These
exhibits are in celebration of America 250.
(There is also a special Constitution Day
conversation led by WFU School of Law called
“From Protest to Precedent: Civil Rights and
the Constitution” in the Babcock Auditorium
from 4-6 for anyone who is interested.
Register for a seat online.)

Our October event will be October 15 from
11:30-1. We will be visiting Historic
Bethabara for lunch and a guided tour. Cost
of the tour is $5. Bring your lunch and we
will eat together at the shelter. ,
Please sign up at the welcome center £
can properly arrange the tour.

Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministry
Thank you to those of you who donated
toiletry items for Forsyth Jail and Prison
Ministry. This ministry works with those
who are incarcerated at the jail and prison
here. We appreciate your donations to

support their ministry. _
ﬁ”ll FCRSYTH
”l MINISTRIES

~

Spark News . }““ ‘W
SPARK is having a collection IL2T.
of all things cozy! New or lightly Cozy Collection
used pajamas, blankets and books are being
collected to distribute at our Sixth Annual
Cozy Bundle Event on December 12th! Drop
off donations in wooden bin outside of
Sherwood forest UMC (5250 Silas Creek Pkwy
Winston-Salem, NC 27106)

( ' SPARK invites you to
GLOW! Please join

> SPARK at our 3rd
gatherlng Annual Glow
Gathering on Saturday, October 17
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Footnotes Coffee &
Cocktails. The celebration will include drinks,
food, raffles, and a chance to support
SPARK'’s mission to share peace and rekindle
kindness in a time when serving
with our community is vital.

Please visit spark-community.org/glow-
gathering to learn more and purchase tickets.
All proceeds will support SPARK’s vital and
compassionate service. We can’t wait to see
you there!

United Women in Faith

The United Women in Faith will
meet on Monday, September 14th
at 11lam. Our guest speaker will
be Haley Givens from the Wesley Foundation,
giving a talk on World Thank Day. Elaine
Snapp will provide dessert. All ladies are
invited to attend this event!

Unifed
Morrie
in fFaith




From Leadership Council

As hopefully you have noticed, the Leadership
Council has been busy over the last year or
so working toward improvements to our
building and grounds. Some are not so
obvious, like solar panels on the roof, and
others are very clear like a new art gallery
space. Other items currently in progress
include landscaping, tree removal, updated
decor in the Parlor and new carpet in the
Sanctuary. Prioritizing these efforts, while
keeping an eye on the finances behind them
are just a couple of the important functions
of the Council. And speaking of finances, it is
time to prepare a new operating budget which
identifies the expenses for the day-to-day
operation of the church and its ministries for
2027. If you are a leader of any ministry that
uses a line item in the ongoing operating
budget, please let Darlene know
by mid-September of those
continuing needs, or requests

CHURCH BUDGET
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for new ones, for the coming | -
year. Thank you so much T —r

. . . T S
for your continued financial N

support through your tithes and offerings
which fund these operating expenses.

4 Health Benefits of Watermelon

« Keeps you hydrated: Watermelon is
about 91% to 92% water, making it a
refreshing way to stay hydrated and
prevent fatigue or headaches on hot
days.

e Rich in antioxidants: It contains high
levels of lycopene, an antioxidant that
gives the fruit its red color and helps
combat cell damage.

e Supports heart health: Lycopene and
the amino acid citrulline help relax
blood vessels, improve blood flow, and
lower blood pressure.

e Aids muscle recovery: Citrulline helps
reduce muscle soreness
and clears out metabolic
waste after an intense
workout.

Life Line Screening
~ Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today?

Life Line Screening will be at Sherwood
Forest UMC on Monday, October 5,

2026 offering safe, painless, non-invasive
preventive health screenings that are
typically not a part of a routine physical.
You may register for these health screenings
by calling the numbers below.

There is no time like the present to take
action!

If you are interested in having Stroke/Carotid
Artery Plaque Buildup test, Betty Bewley has
two coupons valued at $85. .
Three ways to register: t’j
Call toll-free: 1-800-324-9458
promo code HABCOO1
Online: LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC
Text: the word circle to 216-279-1607

LIFE LINE
.S,L_:RLL’M\(;

Bites and Blessings

To celebrate our new congregants, we’ll be
offering breakfast pastries, and fresh fruit
alongside our regular morning coffee at 10am
in the Welcome Center (in front of the kitchen
and fellowship hall area).

Additionally, to offer healthier options for our
Bites and Blessings ministry, we will now be
supplementing our usual cookies and
lemonade with a variety of fresh healthy
treats before and after worship. Our Bites
and Blessings ministry has moved to the
Welcome Center.

Stop by our Welcome Center to check out all
the exciting ways we are growing together as
disciples to "Love boldly, serve joyfully, and
lead courageously."




Open Arms

A huge thank you to all
who donated supplies and
assisted with the set up and
running of the Backpack Give Away on
August 1st. This was an enormous success.

_‘ e We gave away at least 53
= backpacks with school

e -~ o= supplies and another 30
grocery bags with school supplies only. We
were busy for the entire time of the event. A
special thanks goes to volunteers who
assisted that day, it was a bit chaotic but
rewarding. A special thanks goes to Gale Sink
and Katie Moore who assisted on days prior
to the event. As well as a big thank you goes
to George Stilphen, who made some
wonderful homemade cookies for the event.

Another THANK YOU goes to SPARK for
repainting our Little Library and for painting
and providing a picnic table for us.

(The picnic table used to be

in our narthex but we've found
a home for it at Open Arms

to replace a rotten picnic table.)
In case you had not noticed,
SPARK also repainted the

Little Library at our church.

We are planning to start our tutoring
program again, sometime in September 29th.
Volunteers are needed to assist with Tutoring
on Tuesday nights from Spm until 6:30 or
7pm. A meal is provided if you want to eat
with the children. Additional van drivers are
also needed, as well (4:30 pm - Sish pm and
then from (7pm to 7:30ish pm) Those
interested can sign up on the website:
https:/ /www.openarmsumc.org/volunteer-
your-time.

Volunteer Opportunities

As the new school year begins, it’s a great
time to get involved in a new (or old)
volunteer opportunity. Here are a few with
ties to our church:

Bolton Food Pantry: Housed at Trinity
Presbyterian Church. Set up happens on
Monday and distribution happens on
Tuesday. twice a month. Questions? See
Peg and Mike Price.

SPARK Afterschool Program at Peace
Haven Mobile Home Park: Spend time with
the children doing activities, games,
homework, etc. Thursdays from 3:30-4:30
beginning September 10. See Amber Harris
or Gale Sink with questions.

Distribute Backpack meals at Speas
Elementary School on Friday mornings. It
takes about one hour. Sign up for the weeks
you want to help. See Gale Sink for more
information.

Tutoring and Kid’s Club at Open Arms
Community. Volunteers needed! Starting in
September 29t on Tuesdays from 5-7. See
Lynn Blumenthal if you are interested.

Deliver and serve a meal once a month at
Open Arms Community for the

children. Our church has committed to do
this once a month during the school

year. Food provided but we need folks to
take, prepare for serving, and serve the food
to the children. See Lynn Blumenthal for
more information. (Tentatively Tuesday at 6).




Mission of the Month

CROSSNORE

communities for children

Thank you to everyone who participated in
our August Mission of the Month as we
supported our sisters and brothers in
Venezuela following the devastating
earthquakes there. Your gifts of money (sent
through UMCOR) and donated goods (sent
through Hillsdale UMC’s network for
transport and distribution) will provide much
needed relief for those who suffered during
this tragedy.

Our engagement project with Crossnore
communities for this month is to provide $10
gift cards for gas, groceries, or Walmart.
These will be given to the foster and adoptive
parents as gifts at the Appreciation Dinner.

Another way to support Crossnore
communities is to donate games which are
used in the programs by the staff and
children. Favorite games are: Connect 4,
Family Meme Night, UNO, and Trouble.

Donations are needed at the church by
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13. As always, if you
wish to make a monetary donation for
Crossnore, you may do so through the
church office designated for Crossnore.
Thank you for supporting the children!

Crossnore has community events as well as
program events. Some upcoming events that
are open to the community are Miracle
Heights Adventure Public Ropes Days on
September 26 and October 31 (registration
and fee required). Also, they are hosting Big
Backyard Movie Night showing “The Rookie”
on October 16 (free) on the recreation field
with pre-film fun at 6:30 and film at

dusk. Bring your own blankets and chairs,
meals and snacks. In addition, the Thomas
Memorial Trail is open to all from dawn to
dusk daily.

Volunteers Needed

On

ORTHWEST NORTH CAROLINA

Join us on Friday, September 11th from 11:00
am -1pm or 4pm-5:30pm at the
Intergenerational Center for Arts and
Wellness; 114 W 30th Street, Winston Salem,
NC 27105 as we make disaster preparedness
kits for our neighbors in need!

The Chicken BBQ is coming soon!

Get ready, November 7t will be here sooner
than you think. The BBQ committee has met
to inventory our supplies and make
recommendations for the event this

year. There are going to be some changes
due to rising costs and ecofriendly containers
being used this year, as a part of our Green
Church initiative. The ticket prices are going
to have to go up. The BBQ committee is going
to purchase brownie mixes so church
members do not have that added expense.
Also, the bread roll in the meal is being
eliminated since we do not have the
refrigeration needed to keep them fresh for
two days. The committee is still determining
how much to raise ticket prices. Tickets will
be available sometime later in September.
We will continue with drive -through only for
this year. The money raised will be used for
local hunger relief.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

)

\PPY-BIRTHDAYL

-

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Evan Burton 2" Wanda Patterson 19" Rod Baird III 1 Kim Smith 14
Bettye Dunn 34 Gale Sink 19th Brandon Brown 2" Haydon Wright ~ 16™
Gene Elkins* 3d  Lonnie Lefeavers 218t Sharon Heyman 34 Sidney Heyma-n* 21
Joshua Ezell* 4t Hal McNeely, Jr. p3rd Jean Hole 4% Jordan DuBois* 25t
Alice Smith 4t Pat Nuckolls 73rd Jane Ray 5% Frances Pershing 25®
Marta Weatherly 4t Debbie Canter 24th Chrissy Sherrill 5% Brittany Morris ~ 26™
Tan Stephens 5th Katharine Chipman 5 4th Jim Wilhelm 5t Zoie Morris * 26t
Katherine DuBois* 6"  Mike Smith 24th Sandra Galyean 11" Cyndi Pardue 27th
Cameron Jordan gth  Janet Brown 95th Heather Hugosson 11" Sue McGee 30t
Judy LaPrade gth  Laura Smith 95th Christine Musgrave 11t
Kevin Messick gth Judy Newman 7th Katie Wall* 12th
Jason Heyman oth  Russ DuBois ogth Maggie Wall* 12t
Sophia Morris* gt Larry Hurst 28th
Ben Sloan* ot Barbara Griset 30t
Debbie Mitchell 17t
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Corey & Julia Ezell 10t Durwood & Joni Howell 3rd

Clyde & Dianne May, Jr. 10t Mike & Chris Duffer ot

Don & Dawn Brown 12t Ron* & Joan Cox 13t

John and Dominique Patrick 14" Guy & Abby* Kelpin 24t

Eddie & Beverly Shoaf 17t Brandon & Sandra Brown 25t

Bob & Alice Smith 27t Taylor & Katherine * DuBois 29"




Our Financial Report

Income Expenses
July Budget $23,615.61 $40,308.04*1
July Non-Budget $15,834.61*2 $5,731.32*3

*1 includes our normal operating expenses; desk, computer and supplies for Pastor Oscar’s office;
and the deposit for the parlor carpet. (Expenses related to building upgrades are reimbursed
from our Restricted Building accounts.)

*2 includes memorials received, facility use fees from the Hispanic Summer camp and the Lamm
wedding, interest earned on all accounts and the Bolton Street Sale regular loan payment.

*3 includes expenses paid from the designated accounts for Benevolence, Bereavement, Blessing
Boxes, Bolton Pantry, Fellowship Events, Hispanic Ministries Grant, Musician Honorarium,
Pantry Supplies, Repairs/Facility Trust and UM Men’s Club.

Here are our ending account balances as of July 31, 2026:
Piedmont Federal Checking - $5,134.19
Piedmont Federal Savings - $130,867.11
Piedmont Federal Restricted Building - $448,166.73
Piedmont Federal Restricted Housing - $17,885.82
Piedmont Federal Restricted Housing CD - $450,000.00
Piedmont Federal Savings CD - $100,000.00
UM Foundation Conservative - $77,754.57
UM Foundation Development - $154,117.93
UM Foundation Income Only Restricted Building - $810,371.42
UM Credit Union CD - $112,118.11
UM Credit Union Savings - $36.62

TOTAL of all accounts: $2,306,452.50

As of July 31st, the outstanding balance on the Christ Church Anglican promissory note is
$563,332.11. No additional loan payments were made.

Sherwood Forest UMC received Gifts in Memory of John Patterson from Becky DuBois, Ellen
Seaback, Grant & Lynn Emrick, Murray & Gale Sink and Elaine Snapp. We received a Gift in
Memory of Concepcion Cabrera from Elaine Snapp. Sherwood Forest United Methodist Church is
very appreciative of these remembrances!

Sherwood Forest UMC received $1,100 for Benevolence, $325 for the Blessing Boxes, $2,375 for
the Bolton Pantry, $1,300 in facility use fees, $125 for Open Arms Community — July’s Mission of
the Month, $22.62 for the UM Men, and $7 for the Upper Rooms booklets.

It’s Budget Preparation Time — the Finance Ad Hoc Committee members are in the process of
developing our budget for 2027. If anyone has any requests or suggestions for the committee,
please share them with Ed Kennedy or Darlene Davis no later than September 15th.

My office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am until 4 pm. You can reach me at
finance.sherwoodforestumc@gmail.com or 336-765-6590, ext. 4.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR MISSIONS FOR CHRIST!
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SUNDAY

6 9:15am
Sunday School
9:45am Sunday
Sing

Children’s Craft
Time

10:30am Worship
13 9:15am
Sunday School
9:45am Sunday
Sing

10:30am Worship
4pm Book Club

20

9:15am

Sunday School
9:45am Sunday
Sing

Children’s Craft
Time

10:30am Worship
1pm Leadership
Meeting

27

8am Men'’s
Breakfast
9:15am

Sunday School
9:45am Sunday
Sing

10:30am Worship

SHERWOOD FOREST

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

MONDAY

7

LABOR DAY

14

Newsletter Deadline

1pm Joy Singers

11lam Bolton Food
Pantry (Setup)

21

1pm Joy Singers

28

11lam Bolton Food
Pantry (Setup)

SEPTEMBER 2026 CALENDAR

TUESDAY
1

1pm Hospitality
Committee

8
10-11am Outreach
Committee Meeting

15

1-3pm Bolton Food
Pantry (Pickup)

22

29

1-3pm Bolton Food
Pantry (Pickup)

WEDNESDAY
2

4pm Choir

9

4pm Choir
6pm Community
Dinner

16
1pm YARN Ministry

4pm Choir

23

4pm Choir

30

4pm Choir

THURSDAY
3

3pm Homestead
Hills Bible Study

10

3pm Homestead
Hills Bible Study

17

1lam Third
Thursday
Fellowship Event

3pm Homestead
Hills Bible Study

24

3pm Homestead
Hills Bible Study

FRIDAY
4

11

18

25

6 pm Fourth Friday

Girls Night Out~
The Sherwood

SATURDAY
5

12

19

26



